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· The minimum amount of contact hours that may be awarded for an educational activity is 0.5 contact hours (30 minutes). 

· Provider units that targeted more than 50% of their educational activities provided in the previous calendar year to nurses in multiple regions (use the DHHS regions: http://www.hhs.gov/about/regions/), must apply to be accredited providers. 
· Continuing Nursing Education units that targeted more than 50% of their activities provided in the previous calendar year to the nurses in a single state or region (or a state contiguous to that region) may apply to a Constituent Member Association for approval as providers.
· A fourth category of accredited approver was added ​​( the national nursing organization based outside the United States. It may approve activities or providers within its constituency (within its country).
· Lead nurse planner responsibilities are clarified.
· Nurse planners must maintain expertise in educational design and adult learning theories, receive orientation to, and maintain responsibility for implementing ANCC Accreditation Program criteria in their performance of the nurse planner role. 
· Supporting evidence is clearly referred to as “required” evidence.

· The rules for logo usage were revised.
· A provider is ineligible for accreditation or approval (approval of an activity or approval as a provider) if it is a commercial interest as defined in the “Standards for Commercial Support.” 

· As previously, the nurse planner must have education or experience in the field of education or adult learning. This revised manual provides further guidance on evaluating the “experience in the field of education or adult learning” by stating that “The nurse planner must demonstrate competence in performing successfully at the expected level. Accepted demonstration of competence can be evaluated by review of the nurse planner’s professional portfolio.”

· Conflict of interest must be disclosed relative to each activity. An original signature is not required. However, if an original signature is not used, the unit is advised to keep documentation supporting the source of the information.

· Enduring documents must include a statement that explains how long contact hour(s) will be awarded for an activity. This statement must appear on all marketing materials and on the title page of the educational materials.

· Criterion 3 now addresses unit operations.

· Criterion 4 now addresses unit outcomes evaluation.

· The provider is tasked with identifying the appropriate people to be involved in the evaluation of the provider unit.

· Specific approved provider criteria have been included in Appendix F.
· Specific peer review/approval instructions for the learner-directed activity are included.
· A statement for the activity ‘pending approval’ is provided.
· Specific monitoring requirements of the accredited approver unit are identified.
· Definitions in the glossary were added and revised.

· Approved providers may co-provide activities.

· Approved activities may be co-provided.

· The Commission on Accreditation may decide to grant probationary status to a re-accreditation applicant.
Because there have been a number of questions related to two specific changes in the 2009 manual, these questions will be addressed at this time.

Approval of Providers targeting nurses in multiple regions:

Close monitoring and oversight of providers is required to maintain and promote the integrity of the accreditation process (or the approval process) and to yield quality continuing nursing education. The final revision in this area responds to the comments the COA received and maintains the necessary integrity. Therefore, in order to maintain the integrity of accredited continuing nursing education, the eligibility criterion established is: 
Organizations that, in the previous calendar year, targeted more than 50% of their educational activities to nurses in a single region OR in a state contiguous to the previously mentioned single region may apply for approval as a provider of continuing nursing education. Those organizations that, in the previous calendar year, targeted more than 50% of their educational activities to nurses in multiple regions must apply for accreditation as a provider of continuing nursing education. 
The following table may be used:

	More than 50% of the activities provided during the previous calendar year by the provider unit were:

	· Targeted to nurses in a single region*
	· Targeted to nurses in multiple regions

	-OR-
	

	· Targeted to nurses in a state contiguous to the single region specified above
	

	MAY apply to an accredited approver to be approved as a provider
	MUST apply to ANCC to be accredited as a provider


Some key points:
· Organizations that offer the majority of their activities to an audience within a single region (or a state contiguous to that region) are not required to seek approval from a CMA within that region. But, they are encouraged to do so.

· Applications for approval of individual activities targeted to audiences in multiple regions may still be accepted and approved by the accredited approver.

· As always, the accredited unit conducts its business in the way that seems most appropriate for it. For instance, fees are set by the accredited organization. They may be as high or as low as deemed appropriate. They may utilize a sliding scale or a bundling or reward (e.g. buy one – get one free) system, as desired and appropriate. 

· The 2009 manual requires accredited approver units to keep a record of assessment of eligibility (Criterion 2, Key Element 5). It does not specify how that assessment is to be done. The accredited approver unit may implement the assessment in the way that fits the business of the unit.

· Currently approved organizations will be allowed to maintain that approved status until the regularly scheduled expiration date of the approval.
Accreditation of Commercial Interests:

The following revision to the eligibility criteria for accreditation is made to respond to the concerns of the public regarding bias in continuing education and influence of commercial interests. 

“A provider is ineligible for accreditation or approval (approval of an activity or approval as a provider) if they are a commercial interest as defined in the Standards for Commercial Support. (A ‘commercial interest’ is any entity either producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing healthcare goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients or that is owned or controlled by an entity the produces, markets, re-sells, or distributes healthcare goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients. This definition allows a provider to have a ‘sister company’ that is a commercial interest, as long as the accredited provider had and maintained adequate corporate firewalls to prohibit any influence or control by the ‘sister company’ over the continuing education program of the accredited provider. In this case, ANCC would expect that the accredited provider would have an adequate corporate firewall in place to prohibit any influence or control by the ‘sister company’ over the continuing education program.)”
This action is taken to promote the integrity of the accreditation process and the provision of high quality continuing nursing education.

Implementation guidelines

· Accredited or approved commercial interests may retain their status until August 1, 2010. At that time the accreditation or approval will be revoked.

· This proposal was released in 2008 so it should not be unexpected by organizations with commercial interests. It is recommended that the Accredited Approver notify all organizations with commercial interests of this change as soon as possible. 

· Commercial interests may apply to have individual education activities specific to competency in a nursing skill or skill set accredited by ANCC.

· Although commercial interest organizations will not be eligible for accreditation, commercial support may be accepted.
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